Samply.MDR - A Metadata Repository and Its Application in Various Research Networks.
Collaboration in medical research is becoming common, especially for collecting relevant cases across institutional boundaries. If the data, which is usually very heterogeneously formalized and structured, can be integrated, such a collaboration can facilitate research. An absolute prerequisite for this is an extensive description about the formalization and exact meaning of every data element contained in a dataset. This information is commonly known as metadata. Various research networking projects tackle this challenge with the development of concepts and IT tools. The Samply Metadata Repository (Samply.MDR) is a solution for managing and publishing such metadata in a standardized and reusable way. In this article we present the structure and features of the Samply.MDR as well as its flexible usability by giving an overview about its application in various projects.